
The Great
Debate:
Eucalyptus
and Wildfire
Risk
Ever heard that eucalyptus trees can go boom during a wildfire?
Wondering if you should chop them all down? Let's talk about how you
can manage eucalyptus when it comes to wildfires. 

Getting to Know Eucalyptus and Fire:
Yes it’s true that eucalyptus are prone to fire. The nature of the bark and
oils make them highly flammable. But surprise – they're built to handle
fires and release seeds when things get hot. The worry is more about the
dry bark piling up around the tree, not the tree itself.

Maintenance Tips: 
The cool part? You can make a eucalyptus tree more resistant to ignition
during a wildfire. Just follow these steps:

Clear out the plants around your tree's base.
Give those lower limbs a trim, especially the skinny ones up to a third
of the tree's height.
Say bye-bye to limbs within 10 feet of the ground.
Keep things tidy by regularly tossing out dead wood, flaky bark, and
twiggy growth.
Make sure there's some space between your tree's canopy and any
neighboring trees or plants.
Toss out anything that acts like a ladder for a fire.

Time for a Second Opinion:
If you're still not sure, get in touch with your local fire department or a
tree expert. They'll help you figure out the best plan for keeping you safe
from wildfires.

MARCH  2024 

FS
M

 N
EW

S

You can make a eucalyptus tree
more resistant to ignition during a
wildfire. 


