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Firescaping to Protect Your Home

In the face of escalating wildfire threats across
various regions, homeowners and communities are
turning to innovative solutions to safeguard their
properties. One such approach gaining popularity
is “firescaping,” a strategic and intentional
landscaping technique designed to mitigate the
risk of wildfires. Firescaping involves creating a
defensible space around homes using fire-resistant
plants, proper spacing, and other landscaping
practices. You don't necessarily need to spend
much money to make your landscaping more fire-
resistant. A fire-resistant landscape can increase
your property value and conserve water while also
beautifying your home.

There are no “fire proof” plants,

but some are better choices for
landscaping than others.

Proper Plant Placement

Strategic placement of plants
firescaping. Creating defensible zones
maintaining a safe distance between vegetation
and structures, especially homes. Tree branches
should be pruned up to prevent fire from climbing

is crucial in
involves

into the canopy, and shrubs should be spaced apart
to reduce the risk of flames spreading.

Strategic Plant Choices

There are no “fire proof” plants, but some are better
choices for landscaping than others. Choose plant
species that resist ignition. Use plants with low
combustibility and high moisture content. In
general, select plants that are low growing, open
structured, and less resinous. Click here for more
information on choosing plants.

Hardscaping Features

Incorporating non-combustible elements such as
rocks, gravel, and brick pathways into the
landscape can act as firebreaks. These hardscaping
features not only enhance the aesthetic appeal, but
also serve as effective barriers to slow down or
prevent the advance of wildfire.

Muich

Proper selection and placement of mulch is an
important safety feature. Any ground cover within
five feet of the home (Zone 0) should be non-
combustible (gravel is a good choice). Composted
mulch, where the wooden material has been
partially decomposed, is the best choice for yards.

Regular Maintenance

Firescaping is an ongoing process that requires
regular maintenance. This includes clearing away
dead or dry vegetation, keeping gutters and roofs
free of debris, and staying vigilant about the overall

condition of the Ilandscape. Maintaining a
defensible space is key to ensuring the
effectiveness of firescaping efforts.

Community Collaboration

Firescaping is most effective when entire

communities adopt the practice. Collaborative
efforts can lead to the creation of fire-resilient
neighborhoods. Sharing information, coordinating
landscaping efforts, and promoting awareness
about the benefits of firescaping can strengthen
community-wide defenses against wildfires.


https://firesafemarin.org/create-a-fire-smart-yard/plants/

