
Firewise USA 
in Marin
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Fire Safe Marin is a non-profit 
organization dedicated to 
reducing fire hazards, promoting 
wildfire safety awareness, and 
helping residents prepare for 
wildfires
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The Marin Wildfire Prevention Authority leads the 
development of fire adapted communities using 
sound scientific, financial, programmatic, 
ecological practices, vegetation management, 
community education, evacuation and warning 
systems with the support of its member and 
partner agencies.
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The national Firewise USA® recognition program 
provides a collaborative framework to help neighbors 
in a geographic area get organized, find direction, 
and take action to increase the ignition resistance of 
their homes and community and to reduce wildfire 
risks at the local level.
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6 Firewise Requirements
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1. Create a Firewise Board/Committee

2. Complete a Wildfire Risk Assessment 

3. Create an Firewise Action Plan

4. Invest a minimum of $25.43 Per Home annually

5. Annual Firewise Education Event 

6. Complete and submit an Online Application



Risk Assessment
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Identify Fire History, Fire Hazards, 
Fire Risk

Identify and guide priorities, 
activities

Follow the Firewise Template/Video

Fire Department and FSM will help



Action Plan

8

3-Year Plan
• Prioritized list of projects, events, 

and investments
• Suggested homeowner actions
• Suggested educational activities
• Updated every 3 years

• FSM provides template



1. Develop comprehensive contact list of residents
2. Hold regular meetings
3. Promote Wildfire Education
4. Encourage participation in annual chipper day event
5. Hold annual neighborhood walk to reassess hazards 

and note areas still needing improvement
6. Hold annual evacuation drill
7. Work with local fire department to report serious 

hazards
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Universal Firewise Activities



$25.43 per home annually

Volunteer time =  $25.43 per hour
Green bins, maintenance, chipper days, etc

Contractor costs - landscaping, home hardening
Rental equipment
Home improvements
Grants
FSM provides template for renewal
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Risk Reduction Investment



FSM Staff Support
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Meetings
Neighborho

od Walks
Fire Dept. 
Contacts

News
Letter

Monthly 
Meeting

Dedicated 
Staff
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Promotes a culture of readiness and action. 

Work together to identify risks and solve problems

Neighborhood takes on projects that may be overwhelming alone. 

Neighborhood clean-up days and evacuation drills turn burdensome 

and scary challenges into communal events. 

If most homeowners in a neighborhood just do some work to clean up 

their yards and fireproof their homes, the whole community is much 

less vulnerable to fire. 
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Benefits



Insurance 
Discounts for 

Firewise 
Communities
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Thank You
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Visit us at http://firesafemarin.org 
or contact us at info@firesafemarin.org for more information.

http://firesafemarin.org
mailto:info@firesafemarin.org

